Blastomycosis in Africa. A review of known cases diagnosed between 1951 and 1987.
The known African cases of blastomycosis to 1987 are presented, including thirteen previously undescribed cases. This brings to 81 the total number of cases known to have occurred in Africa. The question of whether the disease in Africa is the same in all respects as that in North America is addressed; the age and sex distributions of patients are similar. Minor differences in the clinical features relate particularly to the type of skin lesion, the more frequent bone involvement and the less frequent central nervous system involvement in the African patient. Little is known about the epidemiology of blastomycosis in Africa; one noteworthy feature is the apparent absence of the disease in dogs. Isolates of Blastomyces dermatitidis from the two continents, although closely related, differ in some respects.